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DETAILED ACTION 



Specification 

1 . The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because it exceeds 1 50 words in 
length. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Objections 

2. Claim 3 is objected to because on line 23 of the claim, the use of the word "such" 
is grammatically incorrect. Appropriate correction is required. 

3. Claims 6-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 3-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. Regarding claim 3, the phrase "and such" on line 13 renders the claim indefinite 
because the claim includes elements not actually disclosed (those encompassed by 
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"and such"), thereby rendering the scope of the claim unascertainable. See MPEP 
§ 2173.05(d). 

7. Claim 4 depends from claim 3 and so inherits the defects of its parent claim. 

8. Regarding claim 5, the phrase "such as" on line 35 renders the claim indefinite 
because it is unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed 
invention. See MPEP § 2173.05(d). 

9. Claims 6-1 0 depend from claim 5 and so inherit the defects of their parent claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

10. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1 1 . Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Aram 
(2002/0072986). 

12. As for claim 1 , Aram shows an order management system comprising a host 
computer of a product manufacturer (paragraph 7; 104 in Fig. 1) and terminals of a 
plurality of part makers connected to the host computer by leased communication lines 
for information exchange (paragraphs 30, 31) wherein the host computer is provided 



with a stock database containing stock information about product manufacturer's stock 
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of parts (paragraph 27); an order database containing order information provided by 
sales shops (paragraph 7); a procurement order database containing procurement order 
information about procurement orders placed with part makers (paragraph 37); a 
production control database containing production schedule information and delivery 
date information determined by the part makers (paragraphs 10, 36); a procurement 
managing means for entering procurement order information about procurement orders 
placed with the part makers on the basis of the order information about orders placed by 
the sales shops and the stock information contained in the stock database into the 
procurement order database (paragraphs 48, 49); an order managing means for 
entering back order information into the order database on the basis of stock 
information contained in the stock database, and production schedule information and 
delivery date information contained in the production control database into the order 
database (paragraph 92); and each of the terminals of the plurality of part makers being 
provided with a received order managing means for entering the production schedule 
information and delivery date information created on the basis of the procurement 
orders placed by the product manufacturer into the production control database through 
the leased communication lines (102 in Fig. 1). Since Aram's system structurally 
anticipates all claim elements, it is obvious that said system is applicable within a back 
ordering environment (see MPEP § 21 12.01). 

13. As for claim 2, Aram shows the limitation wherein the host computer of the 
product manufacturer is connected to the terminals of the plurality of part makers and 
terminals of the sales shops by Web lines for exchanging e-mail messages (paragraph 
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96; Fig. 1 ); the procurement managing means enters the procurement order information 
into the procurement order database and sends e-mail messages describing the 
procurement order information to the part makers through the Web lines (paragraphs 
23, 31 , 48, 49); the received order managing means enters the production schedule 
information and delivery date information into the production control database and 
sends e-mail messages describing the production schedule information and the delivery 
date information to the product manufacturer through the Web lines (102 in Fig. 1; 
paragraphs 31 , 92); and the order managing means enters the order information into 
the order database and sends e-mail messages describing the order information to the 
shops through the Web lines (paragraphs 92, 96). Since Aram's system structurally 
anticipates all claim elements, it is obvious that said system is applicable within a back 
ordering environment (see MPEP § 21 12.01). 

14. As for claim 3, Aram shows an order management system comprising: a host 
computer of a product manufacturer (paragraph 7; 104 in Fig. 1 ); terminals of a plurality 
of sales shops connected to the host computer by leased communication lines for 
information exchange (paragraph 96; Fig. 1); and terminals of a plurality of part makers 
connected to the host computer by leased communication lines for information 
exchange (paragraphs 30, 31 ); wherein the host computer is provided with a stock 
database containing stock information about product manufacturer's stock of parts 
(paragraph 27); an order database containing order information provided by the sales 
shops (paragraph 7); a procurement order database containing procurement order 
information about procurement orders placed with the part makers (paragraph 37); a 
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production control database containing production schedule information and delivery 
date information determined by the part makers (paragraphs 10, 36); a procurement 
managing means for entering the procurement order information about procurement 
orders placed with the part makers on the basis of the order information about orders 
placed by the sales shops and the stock information contained in the stock database 
into the procurement order database (paragraphs 48, 49); and an order managing 
means for entering order information into the order database on the basis of stock 
information contained in the stock database, and production schedule information and 
delivery date information contained in the production control database into the order 
database (paragraph 92), each of the terminals of the plurality of sales shops is 
provided with an order managing means for entering order information through the 
leased communication line into the back order database (1 00 in Fig. 1 ), and each of the 
terminals of the plurality of part makers is provided with a received order managing 
means for entering the production schedule information and delivery date information 
created on the basis of the procurement orders placed by the product manufacturer into 
the production control database through the leased communication lines (102 in Fig. 1). 
Since Aram's system structurally anticipates all claim elements, it is obvious that said 
system is applicable within a back ordering environment (see MPEP § 21 12.01). 
1 5. As for claim 4, Aram shows the host computer of the product manufacturer is 
connected to the terminals of the plurality of part makers and terminals of the sales 
shops by Web lines for exchanging e-mail messages (paragraph 96; Fig. 1); the order 
managing means enters the order information into the order database and sends e-mail 
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messages describing the order information through the Web line to the product 
manufacturer (paragraphs 57, 92, 96); the procurement managing means enters the 
procurement order information into the procurement order database and sends e-mail 
messages describing the procurement order information to the part makers through the 
Web lines (paragraphs 23, 31, 48, 49, 57); the received order managing means enters 
the production schedule information and the delivery date information into the 
production control database and sends e-mail messages describing the production 
schedule information and the delivery date information to the product manufacturer 
through the Web lines (102 in Fig. 1; paragraphs 31, 92); and the back order managing 
means enters the back order information into the back order database and sends e-mail 
messages describing the back order information to the sales shops through the Web 
lines (paragraphs 92, 96). Since Aram's system structurally anticipates all claim 
elements, it is obvious that said system is applicable within a back ordering environment 
(see MPEP§ 2112.01). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

1 6. Claim 5 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 
under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

1 7. Claims 6-1 0 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the rejection(s) under 35 
U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

18. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Untiedt et al (2005/0125313) - Shows a parts ordering system with multiple entities 

connected via a network 
Narahara et al (2002/0042735) - Shows a parts ordering method and system that 

involves a plurality of suppliers and clients connected 

via a network 

Tabuchi et al (2004/0148227) - Shows a parts procurement method 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John Shin whose telephone number is 571-270-3276. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 8:30 am - 6:00 pm, EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi Tran can be reached on 571-270-5329. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



John Shin 

Patent Examiner, A.U. 4132 
October 15, 2007 
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